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Scenes provided by Sazzy (Calhoun) Varga
titled, above, “Bricks,” “Market,” “Monks’

Ganga Boat,” below, “Circus Boy” and Sazzy
with some of the “beautiful people.”

Beautiful people,
beautiful scenes, from
backpack to 5-Star hotels

The Tibetan Photo Project
‘India 101°: Sazzy's
travel DVD

Locals may know Sazzy (Calhoun) Varga, formerly of Tomahawk, from
her many years of modeling. She’s also been seen on Sci- Fi and Lifetime TV in
varied acting roles, and she is a film producer having recently finished work
on “Tales of an Ancient Empire,” the follow-up to Albert Pyun’s cult hit 1982's
“The Sword and the Sorcerer.”

But what most may not have realized is that since 2000, Varga has been
working with Tibetans in exile as the co-founder of The Tibetan Photo Project
with business partner Joe Mickey. The project works to create a voice from
films and photos produced by Tibetans living in exile in India.

“This is something never before done; letting the Tibetans share ‘their
own voice' with ‘their own images,” says Varga.

Now, Varga has released a new travel DVD project she is hosting, “India
101- Down to a Backpack.”

The promo says, “If you are dreaming, planning or have visited India,
enjoy a journey of amazing sights, sounds and colors hosted by
Sazzy Varga. India 101 is packed with must-have travel tips, adventures, a few
mis-adventures, foods, laughs and the wonderful mystic discoveries that are
only possible in India.

In 2010, Varga made her first trip to India to meet many of the Tibetans
she had been working with via email and the Internet, including Tenchoe, the
little girl she sponsors.

“What an amazing experience to meet so many of the beautiful people |
have come to know through their images,’ she observes.

She also went to explore India and encountered all the challenges of any
first-time visitor, including some that are unique to Western women. In Varga'’s
case, a fair-haired Western woman is not a common sight.

While in India working on a documentary for The Tibetan Photo Project,
titled “Save Tibet ... Why?” work began on “India 101," a basic travel guide to
India that provides tips on in-country travel, money exchange, food and,
according to Varga, “the amazement of traveling through the looking glass
that is the India experience.

“We will also show you how a woman with a closet full of designer
dresses to wear to award shows, makeup cases and wigs galore can get
herself down to one backpack for a month!”Varga says.

There is footage as Varga visited the Tibetan colony in Delhi and toured
areas of the city of 15 million.

Going north, she is followed as she spent time in the foothills of the
Himalayas in Dharamsala, home to about 11,000 Tibetans and the Dalai Lama.
Varga conducted interviews at Tibetan nunneries, took a Tibetan cooking
class, wandered and shopped the Tibetan stores and trekked up to
10,000 feet to hang prayer flags bearing the names of family, friends and
supporters of the project.

Returning to Delhi, she boarded an overnight train to Varanasi, one of
the oldest continually running cities on the planet.

Staying in a $7-a-night hotel on the shores of the Ganges, in the holiest
of holy cities for Hindus, she met holy men, witnessed the ritual of burning
bodies at the river to insure a good reincarnation, and explored the traditions
of silk weaving.

“There are an estimated 60,000 silk weavers in Varanasi and they are best
known for the production of India’s iconic and beautiful Sarees,” she notes.
Viewers will get to travel along as Varga selects, is fitted and learns how to
wear her own beautiful, handmade saree.

She sampled both Indian and Tibetan foods, both at the 5-Star level
where Varga got sick and at the street level where she enjoyed great regional
treats, with all of her experiences woven into “India 101,” a traveler’s guide.

DVDs can be purchased at http.//www.tibetanphotoproject.com/donate_to_help.html,
The DVD was produced though Cameras For Cultures Inc. established by
Varga.

Profits will benefit the goals of The Tibetan Photo Project which includes
establishing film schools in the Tibetan communities in India.

For information and updates, visit www.tibetanphotoproject.com.

IT open house

The Information Technology Program at Nicolet College will hold two
free open houses Wednesday, March 28, to give prospective students the
opportunity to learn about the many different careers in the computer field. A
session for high school students will be from 1:30 to 3 p.m., with adult learners
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in Tamarack Center Room 102 on the Rhinelander
campus.

For more information, contact Kelly Anunson, Nicolet admissions
representative, at 715-365-4407, 1-800-544-3039, ext. 4407, kanunson@
nicoletcollege.edu; or Dick Scuglik at 715-365-4633, 1-800-544-3039,
ext. 4633, or rscuglik@nicoletcollege.edu.
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Students take lead in efforts

By Jed Buelow
Tomahawk Leader City Editor
Jjbuelow@tomahawkleader.com

When a skateboard contest at
Pride Park’s skateboard park had to
be cancelled last year because of the
condition of equipment, the fate of the
facility appeared highly in doubt.

A year later, a unique partnership
between the Tomahawk High School
and the city is giving a group of
students the opportunity to rebuild the
park many of them virtually call home
during the summer.

Over the past several months,
a group of skateboard park users
have been working with Tomahawk
resident Clarann Stocker, who created
a host of Main Street Memories Car
Show activities a couple years back
that included the skateboard contest
at Pride Park. Along with the group,
Stocker approached the Tomahawk
Park and Recreation Committee about
replacing equipment at the skateboard
park last year only to learn funds were
not available in the Parks Department’s
budget.

Instead of allowing the facility
to fall into a state of further disrepair,
Stocker and the teenagers started a
campaign to save the skateboard park.
Through a slew of donations from local
businesses and the community, plans
now call for the completely redesigned
and rebuilt park to reopen to skaters
sometime this spring or early summer.

Among those at the school who
have been working to rebuild the
quarter pipe, fun boxes, Andy Mass
ramp and additional equipment that
will be included in the new skateboard
park once it reopens, Billy Bronsted
said he and his peers have been really
excited about the project because they
got to develop a plan for what they
wanted, and they also are getting the
opportunity to build the pieces they
will be using.

“We beefed things up a lot more,
so hopefully it will last a lot longer,”
Bronsted said. “It’s been pretty neat
to have the opportunity to build

to save skateboard park
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REBUILDING THEIR SKATEBOARD PARK: Students from the
Tomahawk High School are working to rebuild the skateboard
park in Pride Park. The effort is part of a unique partnership
between the school and the city. Pictured, from left, are Will Hivvits,

Cody Strassman, Billy Bronsted and Matt Schoblocher.
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something we know we will actually
get to use.”

Fellow skateboard park user Matt
Schoblocher said the group had long
wanted to fix up the park, and along
the way they had been making repairs
the best they could to keep the park
operational.

High School teacher Andy Peissig
said the students have taken ownership
of the project, which is a very good
thing considering they will be the main
ones watching over the equipment
when it is put back in Pride Park.

“The kids have been pretty excited
to work on this project. I certainly have
not had to motivate them,” Peissig
said. “They have a lot of pride in this
project, and that will translate into
others taking care of the park.”

Rebuilding the skateboard park
isn’t the first community project the
school has been involved in. Previously,

students built the boathouse for the
historic On Target boat now housed
in Toddler Park. Last year students
got the opportunity to learn about the
engineering that goes into building a
bridge, as the school partnered with
the city to make the new Veterans
Memorial Bridge project a learning
tool.

Peissig said the students have been
involved in every aspect of rebuilding
the skateboard park including creating
the design, doing construction
technique research, getting estimates
and building the final product. They’ve
also been in charge of fundraising.
They continue to seek contributions
to raise the entire $2,000 to $3,000
needed for the project.

Those who would like to
contribute to the efforts can contact
Stocker about making a donation at
715-453-4085.
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THE

FIRST

heart program in the region

selected to perform a
revolutionary

heart valve procedure

The Marshfield Clinicand Ministry Health Care heart care team is the first heart program
in the region selected to provide Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR) using

the Edwards SAPIEN valve.

TAVR is a life-saving procedure offering new hope to those suffering from inoperable aortic
valve stenosis. Until now, the only way to replace the aortic valve was by open heart surgery.
The TAVR procedure uses a special collapsible valve that is implanted entirely from inside
the heart via a minimally invasive catheter procedure. This breakthrough treatment option
offers a new hope for survival to those who previously were out of options.

TAVR is just one example of the comprehensive heart and valve care options provided
by the Marshfield Clinic and Ministry Health Care heart care team.

Choose the CERTAINTY ofleadmﬂ heart care.

Learn more at www.OneHeartCareTeam.org/valve - 1

¥4 Marshfield Clinic
2k Ministry HEALTH CARE

Two Leaders, One Leading Heart Care Team

CARDIOVASCULAR SURGEON John H. Braxton, M.D.
CARDIOLOGIST Milind S. Shah, M.D.

-800-888-4755
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